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AUTHOR SHIRLEY 

CHRISTIAN WILL 

SPEAK AT MT. GILEAD 

PICNIC ON JUNE 6th

The annual Clay County Historical Society picnic

is set to take place at Mt. Gilead on June 6, 2010.

A church service will begin at 11:00 AM. Lunch,

served by Updike BBQ of Kearney, will take place

at noon. The featured program will begin after

lunch.

The featured speaker for the day is Shirley

Christian, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and

author, who will be speaking about her book

“Before Lewis and Clark: The Story of the

Chouteaus, the French Dynasty that Ruled

America’s Frontier”.

Tickets for the Mt. Gilead picnic are $15 per

person and those interesting in attending should

contact Vivie Tison at (816) 628 – 5032.

Continued on Page 2
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How many of us are preserving for our children

written memories of ourselves, our parents and

our grandparents? How many memorable

experiences have been or will have been lost

forever because they were never recorded?

Just a few months ago I realized for the first time

that my paternal grandfather was born when

Lincoln was president! I was dumbfounded. How

could that be? I had noted previously a number

of times that my Grandpa Tyler had been born in

1864 but had never connected his date of birth

with historic events of that year. It meant a lot to

me because I was quite close to that grandfather.

I was 35 years old when he died in 1960.

This is the same grandfather whose earliest

memory was being on a steamer with his family

on the Missouri River and watching the Hannibal

Railroad Bridge open up so the steamer could

continue on to Omaha (further checking on my

part revealed that the Hannibal RR Bridge had

been completed and put into service only a few

months earlier; it was the only bridge over the

Missouri River at that time.)

Who was president when you were born?

Herbert Hoover in my case. Your children and

grandchildren will one day appreciate you sharing

interesting moments of your life with them. Have

you connected your life or the lives of your

ancestors with the artifacts in the museum? I

was surprised to note that Dr. Goodsend’s X-ray

machine was purchased the year before I was

born. Find connections and you and your family

will appreciate the museum’s contents so much

more.

By By Dean Tyler



Shirley Christian is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author. Her most recent book, Before Lewis 

and Clark: The Story of the Chouteaus, the French Dynasty that Ruled America’s Frontier, was 

published in April 2004 by Farrar, Straus & Giroux. Previously, she was a foreign correspondent for The 

New York Times, The Miami Herald and the Associated Press. 

She lived and worked in numerous countries of Latin America for nearly 20 years, and in New York and 

Washington, winning the Pulitzer for international reporting in 1981 for articles published in The Miami 

Herald about the wars in Central America. Her first book, Nicaragua: Revolution in the Family, was 

published in 1985 by Random House.

Shirley Christian was born in a farmhouse in Pettis County, Missouri, and grew up in Kansas City, 

Kansas, where she attended public schools. She earned a bachelor’s degree in language and literature 

from Pittsburg (Kan.) State University in 1960 and a master’s degree in international journalism from 

Ohio State University in 1966. She was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University during the 1973-74 

academic year.

In addition to books and her work on newspapers, Shirley Christian has written magazine articles for The 

Atlantic Monthly, The New Republic, The New York Times Sunday Magazine, and other publications. 

She was an adjunct professor of journalism at Columbia University and the University of Kansas. She 

lives in Kansas City.
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AWARD WINNING AUTHOR TO SPEAK 

MT. GILEAD PICNIC JUNE 6th

MAY 2010 BOARD MINUTES SUMMARY

The May 2010 Museum Board meeting took place on May 3. Discussions during the meeting included

information on bids for a new sign to hang outside the museum, an update on plans for the Mt. Gilead

picnic on June 6th and the fall homes tour which will take place on October 2 and 3. The board

accepted a generous donation of World War II era recruitment posters which originally hung in the

Clay County Courthouse from Ann Niepman. A set of these posters displaying the “Four Freedoms”

by Norman Rockwell will be professionally framed for display in the museum. Discussion took place

on attempts to secure more docents and the possibility to keeping the museum open a couple of

nights a month for downtown visitors. Several framed prints from the Jacob T Hicks collection of 19th

century photographs were displayed with plans to sell them in the future. The museum will be

applying for an Arnote Grant to purchase copies of the Hicks photos for use in the museum and local

schools.

SAVE THE DATE!
2010 CLAY COUNTY MUSEUM FALL HOMES TOUR

OCTOBER 2nd and 3rd, 2010 ï1:00 PM to 5:00 PM



MUSEUM DOCENT LIST ðMAY, JUNE, JULY 2010

THANK YOU DOCENTS FOR VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME!

MAY 2010                                JUNE 2010              JULY 2010
1. (10-1) Joyce Pecora 781-0156 1. Ric & Sara Nyman                1. Historical Jail Volunteers

(1-4) Jana Becker 792-2854                        2. Dee Van Leeuwen                 2. James Schiller

2. Closed                               3. Historical Jail Volunteer        3. (10-1) Joyce Pecora

3. Dean & Carol Tyler 415-4681                4. James Schiller (1-4) Jana Becker

4. Ric & Sara Nyman 781-7888                 5. (10-1) Joyce Pecora   4. Closed

5. Dee Van Leeuwen 781-4965                       (1-4) Jana Becker 5. Dean & Carol Tyler

6. Historical Jail Volunteers                      6. Closed 6. Ric & Sara Nyman

7. James Schiller 781-0784          7. Dean & Carol Tyler     7. Dee Van Leeuwen

8. (10-1) Joyce Pecora 781-0156               8. Lila Weatherford      8. Ed Collins

(1-4) Dean & Carol Tyler 415-4681        9. Dolores Swenson     9. Marcia Grimes

9. Closed        10. Ed Collins    10. (10-1) Joyce Pecora

10. Pat Gradwald 781-8607 11. Marcia Grimes (1-4) Dean & Carol Tyler

11. Lila Weatherford 781-2457    12. (10-1) Joyce Pecora    11. Closed

12. Dolores Swenson 792-3279 (1-4) Dean & Carol Tyler 12. Pat Gradwald

13. Ed Collins 781-1433 13. Closed                 13. Lila Weatherford

14. Marcia Grimes 415-3838 14. Pat Gradwald        14. Dolores Swenson

15. (10-1) Joyce Pecora      15. Marcia Grimes    15. NEED

(1-4) David Hardy 792-2184     16. NEED          16. Joyce Pecora

16. Closed        17. NEED        17. (10-1) Joyce Pecora

17. Maxine Liechti 781-1580   18. Joyce Pecora (1-4) David Hardy

18. Marcia Grimes 415-3838    19. (10-1) Joyce Pecora 18. Closed 

19. NEED                            20. Closed              19. Maxine Liechti

20. NEED       21. Maxine Liechti    20. Marcia Grimes

21. Joyce Pecora         22. Maxine Liechti    21. NEED

22. (10-1) Vivie Tison 628-5032   23. Avis Erickson       22. Diane Patterson

(1-4) Marilyn Penn 452-3640    24. Diane Patterson     23. Harland Ginn

23. Closed          25. Harland Ginn   24. (10-1) Vivie Tison

24. Ellen Joy 792-4727 26. (10-1) Vivie Tison (1-4) Marilyn Penn

25. Maxine Liechti (1-4) Marilyn Penn    25. Closed

26. Avis Erickson 792-3063   27. Closed              26. Ellen Joy

27. Dane Patterson 781-4099  28. Ellen Joy       27. Maxine Liechti

28. Harland Ginn 429-5587  29. Marcia Grimes      28. Avis Ericson

29. (10-1) Marcia Grimes  30. NEED      29. Diane Patterson

(1-4) Marilyn Penn                                                                                             30. Joyce Pecora

30. Closed                                                                                                              31. (10-1) Marcia Grimes

31. Closed (1-4) Marilyn Penn

If you would like to volunteer 

for the museum or have 

specific interest please contact 

the museum (816) 792 - 1849



The Clay County Museum is currently seeking donations to purchase a new sign which will

hang in front of the museum. The new sign will hang in front of the museum above the

sidewalk and attract the attention of someone passing by in front of the storefronts along the

street. The sign will cost $3,160. If you would like to make a donation to help cover the costs

for the new sign you can contribute and designate that it be used specifically for the sign.

MUSEUM NOW COLLECTING 

DONATIONS FOR NEW OUTDOOR SIGN 

Please remember to pay 

your 2010 Membership Dues

Application form can be found on page 5 of newsletter

The Clay County Historical Society & Museum appreciates your support



Clay County Museum & Historical Society
2010 MEMBERSHIP DUES

14 North Main ïLiberty, MO  64068

Name________________________________________________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________________

Address_______________  City______________ State____  Zip_________

____Bronze $15 ____Silver $30          ____ Gold $50

____Platinum  $100          ____Corporate $250 or more

Please make all checks out to CLAY COUNTY MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Clay County Museum will host a history

camp for kids this summer to allow them to

explore the museum and learn more about

local history. Topics covered will include

Lewis and Clark, the Civil War, 19th century

photography, historical art and music.

The camp will take place on June 15-16-17,

2010 at the Clay County Museum from 6:00

PM to 8:00 PM each night. The camp is

open to students who next year (Fall 2010)

will be grades 3-7.

There is no cost for the camp but a signed

parent permission slip is required. Space in

the camp is limited. If you are interested

please contact Eric Langhorst by e-mail at

speakingofhistory@gmail.com

SUMMER HISTORY 

CAMP FOR KIDS

You can now follow the Clay County Museum on

Twitter and Facebook – two social networks

which are growing in popularity.

To follow on Facebook simply do a search for

“Clay County Museum” when you are logged in

to Facebook. Click on the “I Like” button and you

will become a fan.

To follow on Twitter check us out at

@ClayCoMuseum

Following the museum allows you receive

updates on museum news, upcoming dates and

information.

FOLLOW THE MUSEUM ON 

FACEBOOK & TWITTER

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://prodoyo.com/images/logos/twitter-logo-bw-tran.png&imgrefurl=http://prodoyo.com/login.php&usg=__8VLFDPLcRV_FDGi5SxdJGdnSx1g=&h=256&w=256&sz=17&hl=en&start=3&sig2=TQuFZjO2f6-EtIBScy4u9Q&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=D6NYLGrEQJ981M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtwitter%2Blogo%2Bbw%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7SKPB_en%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=xh3oS9ezBYX-NfHM6asF
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Clay County Museum

And

Historical Society

The Clay County Museum and Historical Society is a non-profit 

membership organization dedicated to preserving Clay County History.

Board of Directors - Executive Committee

Dean Tyler – President           Peggy Thompson  – Vice President

Ed Collins  – Treasurer          Ann Cole  – Secretary

John Ricker – Past President

Three Year Board Members

Eric Langhorst – Vivie Tison – David Hardy

Two Year Board Members

Joyce Pecora – Karen Wells – Sara Nyman

One Year Board Members

Carolyn Hatcher – Jay Thorn – James Schiller

Endowment Fund Trustees

Dan Siegel   – Jerry Brant – John Thompson

Curator – Jay Thorn      DeskTop Publisher – Eric Langhorst

Newsletter Editor – Vivie Tison

Our Clay Heritage is published quarterly for the membership of the 

Clay County Museum and Historical Society

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR!

PLEASE RENEW YOUR

MEMBERSHIP TODAY!

2010 Membership Information – Page 5

•June 6 ïMt. Gilead Picnic ïchurch 

service 11 AM,  lunch noon, speaker 

following lunch

•June 7 ïClay County Museum Monthly 

Board Meeting ïMuseum 7:00 PM

•June 15-16-17 ïHistory Camps for Kids 

at the Museum ï6:00 PM to 8:00 PM


